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The Beheading of St. John the Baptist
YcekHoBeHue Kpectutens WoaHHa

Reminder: Beginning Sunday, Sept 25, Divine Liturgies
will begin at 9:30 AM instead of 9:00 AM

YenoBeK Kak
co3nmanue boxue
HEMHOTUM yMaJIeH
oT aureJsios (cp. [Ic.
8, 6). OH obOs1amaer
cBOOOIOM
BOJIEU3bSIBJICHUS.
IIpen yenoBekom
JKU3HDb U CMEPTD, U
Yero OH I0KeJIaeT,
TO U JJACTCA eMy
(Cup. 15, 17).

YenoBeky
IIpe/ijIaraeTcs
osarocioBenre boxkue, 100pO U JKU3Hb.
ITpopok Mouwuceii roBoput: «Ku3Hb u cmepms
npedaoxcy s mebe, baazocaosetue u
npoxasmue. H3bepu x#u3mbv, 0abbl Hcua mbvl u
nomomcmao maoe» (Brt. 30, 19; cp. Br. 11, 26; 30,
15). Eciu 3xe uesioBek OTBepraer ot ceds
OsarocioBeHre boxkue, ToO OHO U yaIsAeTCs OT
Hero. Ho, oTBepras ot cebs 6;1arocioBenue bo-
JKHe, 4eJIOBEK HaBJIEKAET Ha ce0s MPOKJIATHE,
KOTOpOe€ IIpUuxoauT Ha Hero (cp. [1c. 108, 17) co
BCEMH TOCJIEAYIOITAMU 3JIOKTIOUEHUSIMU.

Kazanocsk Ob1, BCAKUN HOPMaJIbHBIN
YesI0BeK J0/IKeH U30UpaTh KU3HD MO,
Os1arocsioBeHreM BOXKHUM, UYTOOBI JKUTH TaK,
Kak 3amnoBezyeT bor; B 700pojiesianny, B
J1I00BU U pagocty. Ho, yBbI, BECh MHUD JIEIKUT
BO 3J1e. «0, pod HesepHbIll U
passpawermdlil!» (Md. 17, 17) — BOCKIUIIAET
l'ocogp Ham Mucyc Xpucroc.

B Takux 00CTOATEIHLCTBAX YEIOBEK JIOJIKEH
0COOEHHO BHUMATEJIbHO U30eraTh TaKOH
KOMIIaHUH, TAKOTO OOIIECTBA, B KOTOPBIX HET
crpaxa boxkbero, a 3HAUUT, HET U
Os1arocsioBenus boxkbero. Anocros ITaBen
nrcay KOpUHPCKUM xpuctuanam: He

obmamvleaiimecs: xyovle coobwecmsa
passpawatom dobpuie Hpaswt (1 Kop. 15, 33). a
u B Berxom 3aBere HaMm parorca ykazanusa: «C
npenodobHvLM npenodobeH bydewu, co
cmponmusbim pazgpamuwucsa» (Ilc. 17, 26-
27).

UenoBek ciocobeH OTBeYaTh HA pa3/ipakeHusl,
HCXOJIAIINE OT OKPY’KamIen cpeabl. Kaxmoe
pasapa’keHue BHI3bIBAET B HEM U
cooTBeTcTByIOMMUH OTKINK. CitoBo Boxkue,
CBSITBIE TIECHOIIEHUS IEPKOBHBIE, CBATHIE
HACTaBJIEHUs], IOYYEeHUs BHI3bIBAIOT B JIyIIIEe
CJIYTIAIOIIETO ¥ CBATOU BO3BBIIIIEHHBIN
OTKJIUK.

Haobopor, mpebbIBaHE B Cpejie JIIoAen
pas3BpallleHHbIX, CJIbIIIIAHUE CPAMHBIX peUel,
HEMPUCTONHHBIX IIECEH U MY3bIKH,
COTIPOBOK/IAIOININX O0€CCTHITHBIE TTO3bI U
TEJIOJBUKEHH S OTOJIEHHBIX TAHITYIOIIHX,
OyAyT, COOTBETCTBEHHO, BO30YKJaTh B
YesJI0BEKE U MOXOTIUBBIE, CIaJIOCTPACTHBIE
YyBCTBA.

[IprMepoM CTpaNTHBIM 3TOTO CJIYKUT
HBIHE BOCIIOMIHaeMoe yceKHOBeHue Vpogom
riaBbl MloanHna Kpecturesis, 6oJibIiero us
BCEX, POJK/IEHHBIX JKEHAMU.

YestoBekoyOUMiila OT Ha4YasIa, JUABOJT
HCIIOJIb3YeT HEUECTUBOTO B KaUeCTBe OPYAUs
CBOETO0, UTOOBI IPUTECHSTD ITPABEHBIX,
3axBaThIBaTh B CETh CBOIO U 3a0UpaTh UX B
HEBOJIbI CBOM HA My4Y€eHHE U Ka3Hb.

«I'ope mem, komopbwle ¢c paHHe20 ympa
uwym cuxkepwl u 00 N030He20 gevepa
paseopauarom cebs 6uHOM». «'ope mem,
Komopuwle Xxpabpvt nums suHo» (Uc. 5, 11, 22), —
yuTaeM y popoka Hcaiin.

«Ilaomckue nomvluneHus — cymbw
epaxcoa npomue boza», — MUIIET aTIOCTOJT
[TaBesn. « 60 3axoHy Bojxcvemy He



nokopstomes, 0a u He mo2ym. Ilocemy
scusywiue no naomu bozy y2ooumsw He
mo2ym» (Pum. 8, 78). «baasxceH myoxc,
KOMOopwlil He Xxo0um Ha coeem Heuecmueblx U
He CImoum Ha NYmu 2pewHslx, U He cuoum 8
cobpaHuu pazgpamume.ieil, HO 8 3AKOHE
TI'ocnoda eoas e2o u o 3akoHe E20 oH
pasmvluasem deHs u Houb!» (Ile. 1, 12). Byzem
JKe CTPEMUTHCS BOJIIO CBOIO CKJIOHATH ITPE/T
BoJielt boxkueil u o 3akoHe Ero pa3mpIuifaTh
BCET/Ia, YTOOBI TOUHEE UCTIOIHATH BO CitaBy
Boxkuto. AMuHb. (npomouepes Muxauia
TpyxaHosa (+20062.))
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We now solemnly remember with
reverence and honor the beheading of the
glorious prophet, Forerunner and Baptist of the
Lord John. Why is the beheading of John so
honorable, so important and dear to everyone?
Because he suffered for truth., because of truth
his head was cut off, and the truth is dear to all,
because in it is the salvation of all.

What would happen on earth if there was
no truth between people, if the truth were not
so kept, respected? Then no one would be able
to live on earth. A society of unrighteous and
deceitful people cannot exist for a long time:
they will be destroyed by themselves or they
will destroy each other. Where truth is not
observed, the end is near for everything, and an
unrighteous people always turns to dust.
Where the truth is not kept, everything soon
perishes, and a lawless life approaches death.
What would the earth be without the sun?
Gloomy, cold, dead desert. And without the
truth it would be even worse on earth. The
truth is more necessary for people than the
sun. And therefore, the greatest good deed is
done to the human race by the one who
establishes the truth on earth.

That is why the beheading of John the
Baptist is so honorable, so important, so dear
to everyone: by teaching the truth, John the
Baptist proved with his head that truth is
worthy of all respect and truth should be the
most precious thing for everyone; through his
sufferings he made others love the truth and
honor it. If he had stopped telling Herod that it
was unacceptable for him to have his brother's
wife as his wife, then many might think that

they could live in this unlawful way. By his
martyrdom, everyone was convinced that the
lawless life of Herod is really lawlessness.
Justice triumphs when the righteous die for it.
The blood which is shed for truth is the most
eloquent sermon about truth.

People suffer, die, just to teach everyone
to love the truth and keep the truth, and we will
at least live the truth, in order to force others to
love the truth and respect the it. From one of
our untruths, hundreds of untruths may be
born. This is pernicious for us, for our one
illegal act teaches many to break the law - to
our detriment.

So let us listeners, both for ourselves and
for others, love the truth and keep the truth.
Untruth is of no use to anyone, and iniquity is
harmful to all. Honoring the beheading of John
the Baptist, let us honor the truth that he so
desired to proclaim. Amen. (npomouepeii
Poduon ITymsamun (+18692))

"HanomHto 8am 06 ucmokax mpaduyuu noKpbieamb
207108y XeHWuHaMm 8 npasocnasHbIx xpamax. OHa
gocxodum euwje K anocmonbckum epemeHam. O0Hax0b!
anocmon [Nagen pewun nocemums nepsyr
npasocnasHyr 0buwuHy 8 KopuHegpe. B amom 2opode 8
mo epemsi npougeman s3bI4eckull Kybm 602uHU nbeu
u kpacomsi Agppodumel, Xpuybl KOMopoU 8cmynarnu e
pumyasnbHyto UHMUMHYIO C8513b C MyX4YUHamU,
Xenaguwumu noknoHuUmscs bozuHe. B 3Hak ceoe20
cryxeHusi Agppodume b1yOHUUbI HanbIco 0bpusanu
20/108b1. M axe packasswuecs U kpecmuswuecs
bbiguwiue Xpuub! ewe 005120 bbiIu ¢ 06pUMbIMU UMU
0YeHb KOPOMKUMU 80710CaMu, NOCKOMbKY mpeboganoch
gpemsi, YmobbI OHU 8bIpOCU. M noamomy 8 xpame Ha
HUX MHO2Ue ocyxOatowe Kocurnuck. Cessimol anocmorn
[Masen, 3amemue 3mo, npeosoxXus 8Cex XeHUWUH
ypasHsmb: 1ubo 8cem nocmpuybCs, MU0 NOKPbIMb
20/108b1. «M60 ecriu XeHa He Xo4em NOoKpbIBambCA, Mo
nycmb U CmMpUXemcs; a eciu xeHe cmbIOHO bbimb
OCmpuXeHHoU unu 06pumotl, nycmb NOKPbIBAEMCA».
(Kop., ['masa 11, cm. 6-8). C mex nop nnamok Ha 2osose
KEHWUHbI 8 Xpame 03Ha4yaem, ¢ 00HOU CMOPOHEI,
ompeyeHue om npexHeeo gpexa, a ¢ 0pyaol —
paseHcmao 8 criyxeHuu eduHomy boey."



