Russian Orthodox Church of the
Resurrection of Christ
1201 Hathaway Lane NE
Minneapolis, MN 55432-5720
Phone: 763-574-1001
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email: rusmnch@msn.com

Schedule for the Week of July 19 - 25, 2020

Sunday  St. Sisoes the Great

Jul 19

Monday Vespers for Kazan Icon

Jul 20 6:30 PM

Tuesday Kazan Icon of the Theotokos
Jul 21 9 AM Moleben, Akathist

Saturday 5:30 PM Vespers

Jul 25
Sunday  Fathers of the 1 6 Ecumen Councils
Jul 26 CsB. OT1bI 6-TH Beenenckux

Cobopos
8:15 AM Nocturns,Hours,Confessions
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy / JIutyprus

ITpuuacmue — camoe BaKHOE U caMOe
m1aBHoe TanHcTBO Hamel CBATON
[IpaBocyaBHOM LlepkBU, JapOBAaHHOE HAM
TI'octiogom.

[Ipuuarenue ocBsmaer ym u tejo. Kro
IIPUYAIAeTCs ITOCJIe MOATOTOBKH, CO
BHUMAaHHEM, UYyBCTBOM HEIOCTOMHCTBA,
COKPYIIIEHUS U MOJIbOBI O IIPOIIIEHUH, TOTO
IIpUYACTHE JIeJIaeT CIIOCOOHBIM K
OOroo0IIIeHUIO, eCJTA OH 03a00TUTCS

JleprKaTh namsAaTh 0 ['ocozie, moceTUuBIIEM
JIYIITY €TO.

ITocste mpuyacTUsa 4eJI0BeK OOBIYHO
CTAaHOBUTCS CIIOKOWHBIM, YUCTHIM, KDOTKUM,
pagocTtHbIM. CaMoO IIpUYACTHE MAJIO-TIOMATy
HCIIpaBJIdeT HAIlli HeZlocTaTKku. Ecin ke
IIPUYACTUBIITUICS YeJIOBEK OCKOPOJIsieT
CBATHIHIO (IIpHUYacTHe), TO OH TepsieT boxkuio
6s1arozaTh, O0Jiee TOTO — HaBJIEKAEeT THEB
Boxxuii.

Kro nmpuyarmiaercs: 6e3 IOATOTOBKYU U
HACTPOS, TOT IIPUYAIIAeTCs] KaK MEPTBBIN
Tpyn. IIpu 3a60JieBaHUAX CTAPIBI COBETYIOT
CHayaJsia MPUHATH AyXOBHOE JIeUeHHe:
XOPOIIIO UCIIOBEAATHCA U TPUYACTUTHCS, a
1oToM 1o bokbeMy 6j1arocI0BEHUIO
obpalaTbes K BpauaM. DTOMY YIUT HaC
EBanresie. B niputue 06 uctieseHun
KPOBOTOYHMBOU TOBOPUTCS HE TOJIBKO O BEpE,
cIIacIliel ee OT HeyTa, HO O ¥ TOM, UTO Bcera
IIpeK/ie Ha/l0 IIPUKOCHYThCA K bory.

He nepeuects cirydyaeB, KOraa JIIOAU
HCIEJISJIUCH TOJIBKO OT IIEPKOBHBIX TAUHCTB,
0CBOOOKIAIOIIUX UX OT rpexa: HCIIOBEH,
mpuyactusi, cobopoBanus. ['ocronapb
OsrocsioBUII XJ1€0, BUHO, €JIeH, U C TeX IIOP
Casaras LlepkoBb 0J1aTOC/IOBJISIET UX.

(IIpomouepeii Baanenmun Mopdacos)

ITpecmoavnwtit IIpa3oHux

ITpa3auauk IIpen. Cepadpuma
IIarauna 31 10, 6:30 4.B.
BcenontHasa ¢ Akadpucrom

Cyo606o0Ta, 1 ABT., 9:00 4.y.
boxkecrBeHHasa /InTyproisa

Church Feast Day

St. Seraphim of Sarov
Friday, July 31, 2020 Vigil &
Akathist 6:30 PM

Saturday August 1, 2020
Festal Liturgy, 9:00 AM




St. Sergius of Radonezh (+1422)

The Russian Land during
the time of St. Sergius of
Ce Radonezh suffered under
40RO R the Mongol-Tatar Yoke.

‘ Having gathered an army,
Great-prince Demetrius
Ioannovich of the Don
went to monastery of St.
Sergius to ask blessing in
the pending struggle. St.
Sergius gave blessing to
two monks of his monastery to render help to
the great-prince: the Schemamonk Andrei
[Oslyaba] and the Schemamonk Alexander
[Peresvet], and he predicted the victory for
prince Demetrius. The prophecy of St. Sergius
was fulfilled: on September 8, 1380, on the
feastday of the Nativity of the Most Holy
Theotokos, Russian soldiers gained a total
victory over the Tatar hordes at Kulikovo Pole
(Kulikovo Field), and set in place the beginning
of the liberation of the Russian Land from the
Mongol Yoke. During the fighting St. Sergius
and the brethren stood at prayer and besought
God to grant victory to the Russian forces.

For his angelic manner of life St. Sergius was
granted an heavenly vision by God. One time
by night Abba Sergius was reading the rule of
prayer beneath an icon of the Most Holy
Theotokos. Having completed the reading of
the canon to the Mother of God, he sat down to
rest, but suddenly he said to his disciple, St.
Mikhei (May 6), that there awaited them a
wondrous visitation. After a moment the
Mother of God appeared accompanied by the
holy Apostles Peter and John the Theologian.
Due to the extraordinary bright light St.
Sergius fell down, but the Most Holy Theotokos
touched Her hands to him, and in blessing him
promised always to be Protectress of his holy
monastery.

Having reached old age, and foreseeing his
own end six months beforehand, St. Sergius
summoned the brethren to him and designated
his disciple St. Nikon (November 17), who was
experienced in the spiritual life and obedience,
to be igumen. In tranquil solitude St. Sergius

fell asleep in the Lord on September 25, 1392.
On the night before, the great saint of God
summoned the brethren a final time to give
them his final instruction: "Brethren, be
attentive to yourselves. Have first the fear of
God, purity of soul and unhypocritical love...."

We hear in sermons on how to live a moral life
or how to conduct ourselves properly for
church services. Somehow, we are expected to
have absorbed this knowledge. But if we study
scriptures and read the Holy Fathers, we know
that these are full of instructions on both
topics. The bible teaches us that despite the
“immorality surrounding us, we need to be
blameless and harmless, the sons of God,
without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and
perverse nation, among whom we are to shine
as lights of the world.” (Phil. 2:15,16)

A desert father said, “The Fathers used to
say, ‘If temptations befalls you in the place you
inhabit, desert not the place in the time of
temptation, for if you do, wheresoever you will
go, you shall find there what you have fled from
in the first place.” These examples provide the
key to how Christians can remain untainted by
moral corruption — they need to hold fast to the
teachings of God’s Word and recognize that its
moral standards represent the best way of
living.

We have to protect our minds and hearts
against the permissive propaganda hurled at us
by Satan, the god of this world. For as St John
Cassian says, “The demons have no means of
taking possession of a man’s spirit or body, no
power forcibly to enter his soul, unless they
first deprive him of all holy thoughts, and make
him empty and devoid of spiritual
contemplation.” Many, however, reason, if
what I'm doing is not illegal, then it’s all right.”
But this is not so. Our Heavenly Father
lovingly provides moral guidance, not to make
our life boring and restrictive, but to protect us.
Indeed, serving God holds promise of the life
now and that which is to come. Our religious
life teaches us this, but we have to be willing to
listen.



